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operating under the protection and the jurisdiction of the Estado da Índia on the 
basis mainly of the concession system. 

The scale of this trade was quite large and it embraced practically all the 
major segments of the Indian Ocean - South China Sea trade. As an example, 
I would draw attention to the famous Goa-Malacca-Macao-Nagasaki concession 
voyage started in the 1 550s. This voyage resumed the practice of long distance 
Asian maritime trade by which I mean a single voyage connecting all the three 
geographical segments of Asian trade, namely the Westem Indian Ocean, the 
Bay of Bengal and the South China Sea. This was a tradition that had been lost 
ever since the cessation of the Cheng-Ho voyages in the 1430's. 

CALICUT, THE INTERNATIONAL EMPORIUM 
OF MARITIME TRADE AND THE PORTUGUESE 

DURING THE SIXTEENTH CENTURY 

K. s. MATHEW *  

Calicut was a widely known intemational port town of the east west axis of 
the emporia trade connecting Malacca with Venice on the Adriatic. The visitors 
of the fifteenth century found it the most important port town of the whole of 
India. As reported by Affonso de Albuquerque in 1 5 1 2, it was the chief empo­
rium of Cairo. Linschoten noted that the town of Calicut was in the past the 
most famous town in ali Malabar or India. Merchants from various parts of the 
world crowded together at Calicut to take part in the intemational maritime trade. 
Even when the Gujaratis who met Vasco da Gama on the East African coast and 
offered whatever spices they wanted and dissuaded the Portuguese from going 
over to Calicut, Vasco da Gama did not fall prey to their insinuations and insisted 
on proceeding to his destination. The Portuguese contacted the Zamorins from 
time to time to come to terms with them and establish a fortress and their settle­
ment even after suffering a lot of harm from them. This shows the great stake 
of the Portuguese at Calicut. But the Dutch and the French visitors to Calicut 
towards the end of the sixteenth and the beginning of the seventeenth century 
understood that when the Portuguese began to prosper in their enterprise and to 
get possession of the country, and so masters of the sea, Calicut began to decay 
and to lose both name and traffique. They were of the opinion that by the close 
of the sixteenth century it was one of the towns of least account in ali Malabar. 
ln other words, the decline of trade at Calicut during the sixteenth century and its 
fali from the earlier position are closely connected with the Portuguese. It may 
be said that the scholars of Indo-Portuguese studies have done little attempt to 
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